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of Potsdam who begged him not to block out the
light from their church, "Blessed are they which
have not seen and yet have believed.*'

Frederick's relations with his many papist sub-
jects ran all the smoother because the contemporary
Popes were as a rule too much engrossed.by troubles
within their own flock to engage in unnecessary
aggressions. His treatment of the papists in his
hereditary dominions was always carried out in the
spirit of his answer to the monks of Cleves. Though
hardly meritorious in the eyes of the Holy Father,
it was too upright to give reasonable cause of
offence. Near the royal palace in Berlin rose the
Hedwigs-Kirche, a temple modelled on the Pantheon
at Rome and built by the heretic King for the use
of Romanists.

In the conquered provinces, however, a more diffi-
cult problem confronted him* The Romanists, who
formed the bulk of the population of Upper Silesia
and were powerful even in Breslau, could not be ex-
pected to accept with pleasure the head of an alien
church as their supreme lord. The Prussian confis-
cation of one-half the net revenues of the conventual
houses and at a later date the disgrace of Cardinal
Schaffgotsch were measures dictated by needs of
State, but not on that account less unwelcome to
the Church. The papists of Silesia, particularly the
clergy and the Jesuits, long continued to hope for
the restoration of Hapsburg rule.

Even in Silesia, however, Frederick's policy of im-
partial firmness disarmed his religious opponents in
the end. While his neighbours were expelling the